Connecting families through
the pediatric cancer journey
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW

The Bennett Project stands with St. Louis families facing pediatric cancer, offering direct
financial assistance and social support. We recognize that only those who have walked this
journey can truly understand its unique challenges. That’s why we prioritize connecting and
uniting our families. We support our families at every stage of the pediatric journey, from
newly diagnosed and in treatment to post-treatment and bereaved families.

Our returning programs include: Family Social Events, Birthday Club, Family Photos, Activity Grants, Toy
Drive, Annual Holiday Shop and Party, and Bereavement Gifts

New Prieginamy in 2035'

Joyful Journeys

Our new Joyful Journeys program allows us to
celebrate our warriors by gifting a special item or gift
card to honor meaningful milestones in their battle.
These moments may include ringing the bell after
finishing treatment, transplant day, heading home after
a long hospital stay, celebrating one year cancer-free,
or other meaningful milestones. We also recognize
the challenges of relapse, and during those difficult
times, we provide a gift designed to bring a little light
and joy when it’s needed most.

In this first year, this program served 23 warriors.

Smiles & Surprises

Sometimes our warriors or super siblings are
celebrating something special—or just needs a
little lift. Our Smiles and Surprises program is
here for exactly those moments! Open to both
warriors and super sibs, this program small gifts
such as event tickets, items from a wish list, gift
cards to a favorite store or restaurant, or other
types of support.

Gifts can be for the entire family, just for the
cancer warrior, or for the super sibling—whoever
needs a smile the most.




The Bennett Project 2025

famidy Crenlp

A core part of our mission is helping families connect with others who have walked similar
paths. We create these connections through our private Facebook group and through
in-person family events.

In 2025, we hosted an incredible lineup of gatherings, including family fun at Slick City,
our annual Mom’s event, a private screening of the live-action Lilo & Stitch movie,
adventures at All American Gymnastics and Ninja School, a day at Chicken N Pickle, our
annual Halloween Trunk or Treat, and our signature Holiday Celebration.

Our holiday celebration features a free shopping experience for parents,
festive snacks and crafts for kids, a visit from Santa, and so much more.
Thanks to a record-breaking toy drive supported by 75 collection sites, we’re
able to ensure every family enjoys a joyful and memorable holiday season.
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2025 SPECIAL EVENTS

The Bennett Project wins
the 2025 Ameren Blues
Power Play!
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Thanks to all our friends who voted
daily for two months, TBP was
selected as the winning not for
profit, earning over $20,000 to

serve our families!

St. Louis County
names September
Pediatric Cancer =
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honor of the families . -8
of TBP! '

Drew Patchin, TBP warrior,
becomes published author.
Drew donated all proceeds from
his book to The Bennett Project,

raising over $5000 in 2025.




FROM OUR FAMILIES

The Bennett Project is important to my TBP is important to my family because it
family because they have been there for us helps my davughter to understand how
each and every step of our journey with blessed she is to have people supporting her
childhood cancer. They provided fun, safe in her journey.
experiences for families all having gone ~ Jennifer, Aurora’s mom

through childhood cancer, to connect and . -
provide support for one another. We areso  The Bennett Project brings joy and fun to

blessed to have TBP in our lives! We our hearts as parents and the kids -

appreciate all of the volunteers, board something that is important as we continve
members and donors for helping make Tep 0 navigate a post treatment reality.
such an impactful organization. ~ Morgan, Henry's mom
~ Melanie, Dominic’s mom
T8P is important to my family because it has Mgl “"'2%"‘“".,::
connected us with a community of families Ve S R 10 Spene Line w
4 others who have walked this journey

we can share experiences with, cheer on, lift :
up and seek support from. We have made z;: :;z‘waﬁ;’tg th::tt:; 't:::::t":
genuing connections with families who we how big or smail. It gives us a sense of
may not have otherwise crossed paths with. normaley when your life has been
We now have a lifelong connection. TBP has forever changed by cancer.

been invalvable. Y
~ Whitney, Kennedy's mom Angela, Ava’s mom

FROM OUR VOLUNTEERS

My experience volunteering with TBP is very meaningful. Last My experience... | get to help families now in the
year | met a special young lady was so excited to tell me that _middle of their worst nightmares Until you have
she rang the bell days before the party. This year was my third  lived through childhood cancer either as a patient

year wrapping her gifts and she told me she would be or a family member you don’t always understand
dropping the puck at the Blue Cancer Game on her the complexity of things. TBP gets it.
anniversary of being cancer free. I’'m already looking forward ~Jen (warrior mom and volunteer)

to seeing her December 2026 and | hope | get to wrap her
gifts for many years to come. Fills my heart with love and
happiness during the holidays. ~Jayme
My experience was so heartwarming and meaningful!
Seeing the parents and children’s joy made it a perfect
It is a great opportunity to see the happiness and way to start our own holiday. ~Linda
relief on kids and parents faces when we are able
to provide these experiences for these special

families! It's also a great volunteer opportunity to It is a truly amazing and humbling experience
grow children into volunteers by volunteering along and really warms the heart and soul to do this
side their parents! ~Barry work for these wonderful children and their

families who deserve so much more. ~Nichole
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We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to all our donors,
sponors, and volunteers
for their generous
support in 2025.
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Grant Partners

Cardinal’s Care
St. Louis Men’s Group Against Cancer
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In loving memetry of out waticts whe became angels in 2025

Jiraiya Brown, forever 4 Thomas Lorenz, forever 12
Nora Bunn, forever 8 Inga Paiera, forever 17




